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two cornua, one after the other, the head being usually turned
towards the cervix uteri, sometimes to the opposite side, and
the abdomen lying towards the concave, attached portion of
the cornua. In the sow the young are directed forwards, and
the abdomen and limbs are directed upwards because of the
attachment of the placenta to the roof of the cornua.
The position of the foetus towards the termination of
gestation may vary occasionally, and even frequently, owing
to the active reflex movements which it performs; and to
those energetic movements, it cannot be doubted, are due the
difficult presentations which the foetus offers so frequently at
birth.
Signs of Pregnancy.
The signs which announce pregnancy are numerous and
varied, though they are not all reliable, and several are very
deceptive and not peculiar to gestation. The diagnosis of
pregnancy is not always easy, and it is all the more difficult
as the stage is early. During the very earliest period it is
impossible to ascertain the condition of the animal with any
degree of certainty.
For convenience in description, it is customary to divide
the symptoms of pregnancy into three categories, as follows:
(l^The rational, physiological, or subjective signs; (2) the
material or objective signs; (3) the sensible signs derived
from manipulation of the animal.
Rational Signs consist in modifications brought about in the
economy of the pregnant animal, and manifested by altera-
tions in temperament, character, and aptitudes. They are
frequently deceptive.
One of the earliest is the cessation of heat. The female
becomes more tranquil, does not exhibit any desire for the
male, and even becomes aggressive on his approach. Even
males frequently refuse to approach pregnant females.
In some eases the symptoms of heat persist for some
time after coition, and in exceptional instances the heat
will return after having disappeared for a time. When in
this state the female may again accept the male, and it may
even happen that a second fecundation takes place at this
time, thus occasioning those somewhat unusual conceptions